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Mine Safety � Adjournment Debate 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral � Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [10.30 pm]: Having 
listened to the pontification of members opposite all day today, I cannot work out why they are not still in 
government! They are so good at everything! Their arrogance has not gone anywhere�it is still with them! It is 
beyond comprehension to me that the people of Western Australia threw them out at the last election! I cannot 
work out why they would have been so stupid�considering the great abilities that members opposite have been 
displaying all day today! It is a huge irony. 

I want to respond to a couple of issues that Hon Jon Ford has raised about my portfolio. I said last week that I 
actually do not cause earthquakes�and I do not. I said that I cannot make the earth move�and I cannot. 
However, when it comes to seismic events in mines, I have a responsibility as the Minister for Mines and 
Petroleum to ensure that mines that have a record of seismic events are made as safe as possible. The 
Perseverance mine at Leinster has been in operation since about 1976. The mine shaft has been sunk into an ore 
body that is generally considered to be unstable. It is a state-of-the-art shaft. It was made by a raised borer. It is 
round. It is concreted. The engineering of that mine has taken into account the potential for seismic events to 
occur. Just a week or so ago the engineering of that mine saved the day, if I can put it in those terms, because it 
meant that there was a safe haven to which the worker could go and was able to be rescued. That is the purpose 
of that sort of engineering. It is the duty of the Minister for Mines and his agency to make sure that if that mine is 
not safe, it does not operate. Ever since 1976, ministers of all persuasions, and the mines department under all 
governments, have deemed that mine to be safe. If the inquiry into this particular incident says that that mine is 
not safe, action will be taken. If Hon Jon Ford is suggesting that I should close down that mine tomorrow, he 
should say so. I am saying to Hon Jon Ford rhetorically: if that is what he wants done, he should say it; but he 
should not get up in this place and start making political mileage, if he can, about this sort of incident.  

I remind Hon Jon Ford that in the last two months of his term as the minister responsible for mine safety there 
were three mine fatalities. The difference between Hon Jon Ford and me is that I did not get up in this place 
every time there was a fatality and give the member a serve. I did not give him an explanation of why we want a 
section 46. I did not ask him why he was causing seismic events to occur and why he let that happen. None of 
that happened. That is because these are not issues for blatant party political politics�not that the member plays 
that as much as do some of his union mates. That is the reason I took exception to the union�s comment that it is 
the fault of this state government that this seismic event occurred, and we should have a commonwealth 
takeover. That is the response of the member�s union mates. They want to play politics on this issue. I do not.  

My view is very simple: if mines are unsafe, we fix them up. I inherited the situation with mine safety that the 
former minister had left to our government. Under the former government, the mine safety division had come 
under the former Department of Consumer and Employment Protection. Not only mine safety but petroleum 
safety and a host of other issues had become lost in the huge amalgamation of mess that the former government 
had created by trying to shift mine safety from one agency to another. The former government also had the 
National Offshore Petroleum Safety Authority in place. No-one knew who was responsible for what. There was 
jurisdictional conflict all over the place. I inherited that, and I am fixing it up. Hon Jon Ford will see what I will 
do about mine safety, and he will be pleased about it, because I will fix it up. Why did Hon Jon Ford not do 
something about mine safety when he was the minister responsible? Hon Jon Ford got up about five minutes 
after he came into opposition and asked, �Why not have cost recovery?� That is a good question. Why did he not 
do that? There is no answer. I am going to go down that path because that is the way we have to go in order to 
raise the necessary funds. The member should not come into this place and criticise me when he has a bit of 
history in this. I never spent one second of my time criticising him when he was the minister. 

Hon Jon Ford interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I never spent one minute of my time in opposition criticising the member over mine 
safety, yet he has not wasted any time in criticising me since he has been on that side, bearing in mind that what 
we have in place right now is what he administered. The legislation is Labor legislation. Labor had eight years in 
government. It brought in a number of amendments to the legislation. It is the Labor Party�s legislation. It should 
take ownership of it; and, if it is no good, it should take responsibility for it. That is what I have; I have not had 
time to fix it, but I am about to fix it. 

Hon Jon Ford interjected. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: The member should just take a deep breath and he will see somebody do something 
about this, other than just sitting back and sniping from the back bench, like he is doing now. 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 23 June 2009] 

 p5371b-5373a 
Hon Norman Moore 

 [2] 

On the matter of the section 45 issue as it applies to BHP Billiton Ltd, I have told the member that the legal 
advice provided to my predecessor, Mr Logan, about a similar instance was that the minister cannot make 
publicly available information that has been obtained by a government agency using its coercive powers. The 
other day the Federal Court ruled that information provided by the Department of Mines and Petroleum to an 
inquiry into the Varanus Island incident and obtained under coercive powers could not be made available to the 
minister. That is in line with the advice provided by the State Solicitor�s Office. I am not about to say that I will 
ignore that advice. Neither would the member if he were in the same boat as I am, and nor did Mr Logan when 
he was given the same advice that has been provided to me. If the member does not believe me, I will give him a 
copy of the letter, because that will explain it all to him. But I will not table legal advice, because that is not 
done. The bottom line is that I am not at liberty to make public the BHP Billiton section 45 report. Whether it is 
at liberty to do so, I do not know; that is its business, because it commissioned it and paid for it. I will not go 
against the advice provided to me by the State Solicitor�s Office on this matter. 

I hope that Hon Jon Ford will do what he normally does and take a moderate approach to these issues. He is a 
person we can talk to and argue about things with, but he should not get angry about it. I get irritated when 
people try to make political mileage out of safety issues, because it is not a political issue; it is an issue of 
management. What happened to him has happened to me. There were fatalities on his watch, and there have been 
fatalities on my watch. We do not want that to happen; we want to prevent it from happening. I am about to 
make dramatic changes to the way in which we look after mine safety in Western Australia. I suspect that the 
member will go along with what I am seeking to do. That is what we should be talking about. The member 
should not come into this place and accuse me of causing earthquakes. 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 10.37 pm 
__________ 

 
 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 23 June 2009] 

 p5371b-5373a 
Hon Norman Moore 

 [3] 

  

 
 


